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By a Staff Reporter

More than 300 leading biotech 
industry leaders from the U.S. 
and India converged recently at 
the U.S.-India Biotech Summit in 
Boston organized by the USA-In-
dia Chamber of Commerce.

James C. Mullen, chairman 
of the Biotechnology Industry 
Organization and chief executive 
officer of Biogen Idec, in his open-
ing talk stressed the importance of 
having a friendly legal and regula-
tory climate.

“In India, an admirable start 
has already been made through 
measures like a well conceived 
regulatory framework being put 
in place to approve bio-agricul-
tural crops and recombinant DNA 
products for human health,” he 
pointed out.

Karun Rishi, president of the 
USA-India Chamber of Com-

merce, emphasized the need for 
closer interaction among indus-
try, investors, policymakers and 
academia.

The chamber issued a white 
paper on India’s biotech sector 
done jointly with Ernst & Young. 
“It will be followed up with our 
recommendations based on de-
liberations (at) this summit,” he 
said.

“Over 37 percent of the summit 

delegates are of the level of chair-
man, CEO and president (and) 
35 percent are executive vice 
president, chief scientific officer, 
chief medical officer, managing 
director and vice president,” Rishi 
said. “This reflects the quality and 
seriousness of the participants.”

In a keynote address, Dr. M.K. 
Bhan, secretary of India’s bio-
technology department, detailed 
recent government measures, 
including the Small Business In-

novation Research Initiative, new 
Centers of Excellence, encourage-
ment to biotech clusters and the 
establishment of biotech parks.

“Investment in India is likely 
to pay dividends not only for the 
economic transformation of In-
dia, but also benefit a significant 
portion of the global human and 
animal population, and our envi-
ronment,” he said.

Speakers in the panel discus-
sion on “discovery and regulatory 
issues” agreed on the potential 

for growth, especially in high-end 
research.

“Outbound investments in bio-
pharma from India were more 
than inbound investments last 
year,” said Hari Bhartia, co-chair-
man of Jubilant Organosys, which 
has acquired firms in the U.S. and 
Europe. Venture capitalists are 
not aggressively pursuing deals 
in India at present in biotech, but 
that will change as startup firms 
with mature management are 
formed, he added.
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SAALT Testifies About South Asians 
And Immigration Reform

By a Staff Reporter

WASHINGTON — The ex-
ecutive director of South Asian 
American Leaders of Tomorrow, 
Deepa Iyer, testified before the 
House Subcommittee on Immi-
gration, Citizenship, Refugees, 
Border Security, and International 
Law May 22, providing stories and 
statistics that emphasized the 

need for immigration reform. 
The subcommittee is conduct-

ing a series of hearings to explore 
the impact of comprehensive 
immigration reform. The May 22 
hearing focused on perspectives 
of faith-based and immigrant com-
munities on immigration reform.

The issues Iyer discussed 
included family and employ-
ment-based immigration, the 

legalization of undocumented 
immigrants, the need for worker 
protections and the preservation 
of due process rights.

Iyer also expressed concern 
over pending Senate legislation 
that could create a disadvanta-
geous merit-based point system 
for green card applications and 
eliminate certain family catego-
ries.

By a Staff Reporter

WASHINGTON — The Center 
for Public Integrity’s International 
Consortium of Investigative Jour-
nalists made public a year-long in-
vestigation, “Collateral Damage,” 
on the 50 percent increase in U.S. 
military aid to U.S. allies on the 
global war on terror such as Paki-

stan, Indonesia and Djibouti.
 

The report suggests that post-9/11 
aid was often given at the cost of 
human rights and fiscal account-
ability. It also analyzes how lob-
bying and aid have reshaped U.S. 
policies towards countries rang-
ing from Pakistan and Thailand 
to Poland and Romania.

Controversial U.S. Military  
Aid Probed




