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I am delighted to see the themes and the impressive line-up for the BioPharma summit for
2018. This summit is in the tradition of the 12 years of efforts of USA lndia Ghamber of
Commerce (USAIC) to foster global and Indian BioPharma collaborative partnerships. Our

collaborations have steadily grown in these years, and the foundations for doing much more

have been laid.

Today, we see a continuing revolution in biotech, with promises of delivering personalised

health care on a population scale. These promises are to be drawn to the ground, and not
be balloons in the air. For this, we need scientists, policy-makers, concerned-citizens
entrepreneurs and industry to come together and chart out both opportunities in new
therapies and treatments and the path to achieve access in an equitable way.

The lndian BioPharma space is growing speedily. While many aspects of this growth were in
the vaccine-production, generics and Biosimilar space, we are now seeing a major new
innovate thrust. For Example, the National BioPharma mission, led by Dr Renu Swarup,
Secretary Department of Biotechnology is already integrating academia-industry
partnerships and developing state-of{he art platforms in the rational design of vaccines,
drug discovery and MedTech space

There have also been major investments by multiple government departments in the
devices and diagnostics space. Dr Balram Bhargava, the new Secretary, Health Research
has led this in his previous role in the India BioDesign Mission of the Department of
Biotechnology.

This year will see an integration of all this and a major push in the genomics/biobank areas
and a consequential growth in the personalised medicine sector.

From lndia's perspective, indeed from that of every citizen of our planet, access and delivery
of quality and affordable health care for all is the goal. In this, quality science and technology
is a key enabling component and global partnerships are essential.

(traQ.-
(K. VijayRaghavan)

17th April, 2018

I wish the summit all success in its endeavours.


